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Art Bunting, President
lllinois Corn Growers
Association

1. As president, Bunting was extremely involved with the medi '
In fact, perhaps this year more than any other,
the interviews that he provided were integral to beginning to
turn the image of the lllinois com grower around.

Here, Bunting is discussing the significance of PETROL's
additional E85 pumps with Trisha Braid-Terry of RFD Radio. 4 3

2. At the 2008 Commodity Classic in Nashville, TN, Bunting
diligently reviewed, commented on, and voted to support or
oppose various changes to NCGA policy. Without direction fro , g
growers, your national organization is not able to effectively E:
lobby and work for you in Washington, DC.

3. Bunting and Senator Dick Durbin had a lot to discuss in
July given the vast amount of rain that flooded lllinois and
prevented planting statewide. Open communications with
our Congressmen and Senators is a piece of what ICGA does
to ensure that the voices of lllinois com growers are heard
in Washington, DC.



Letter from ICGA President,
Art Bunting

The last year has been a roller coaster ride of high corn prices,
planting and harvesting challenges, higher input costs, and a return to
lower corn prices. However, it has also been a time of great success-
es for the lllinois Corn Growers Association. | hope you take a few
minutes to review this report and some of the accomplishments made
possible by your membership, direct involvement, and our clear mis-
sion of increasing profitability and improving the business climate for
lllinois growers. ICGA was involved on four major fronts this year that
required a lot of attention and we experienced clear victories.

RES Passage
We successfully passed the Energy Independence and Security

Act which will expand corn-based ethanol to 15 billion gallons by
2022; and then took the next step to turn back a waiver request from
the Governor of Texas .

Override of Presidential Veto on WRDA
Thirteen years of public education and lobbying investment

resulted in the passage of the Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA) and the override of the subsequent veto by President Bush.
This is only the 107th time in the nation’s history a veto has been
overturned.

ACRE in the Farm Bill
ICGA members asked for a revenue-based safety net in the new

farm bill and ICGA, with the able assistance of the National Corn
Growers Association, led the charge on your behalf. The result is the
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program. This program, sur-

face and championed by Corn Growers, will be available for you to
elect for your 2009 - 2012 crop years. All ICGA members received a
guide to the 2008 Farm Bill and a calculator to assist in your decision
making.

Food and Fuel

When the Grocery Manufacturer's Association attempted to
blame corn growers for escalating food prices, ICGA teamed up with
the lllinois Corn Marketing Board to get the right information to deci-
sion makers and the public. ICGA launched a boxing themed Growers
Fight Back campaign that resulted in numerous letters to Congress,
letters to the editor, and a statewide radio effort featuring “The Food
Dude” and “Fill'er-up Phil.” Time and falling corn prices have proven
our argument and added even more to the stature and credibility of
Corn Growers.

The pace of change in our industry, the public spotlight on corn
and ethanol, and the transition to a new administration in Washington,
DC assures ICGA will have plenty to tackle in the year ahead. | am
sure we are up to the task if our membership stays engaged.

We are definitely on the right path, with ICGA membership grow-
ing by more than 300 members this year.

As | approach the end of my presidency | want to thank the
membership, my fellow officers and the board of directors for your
confidence and assistance. It has been a great opportunity for me per-
sonally. | have met great people and have had wonderful experiences
| never would have had without your support.

Ot 4.1

3

1
9
g
3




FEED, FOOD & FULL ...
WE CAN PRO\/]DE TH EM ALL BushelsperacrleJNITED STATES CORN YIELD HISTORY AND TREND
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Perhaps our biggest obstacle to overcome throughout 2008 was
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whelmed the media as more and more reporters jumped ship and
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sumers struggled to believe that the American corn farmer really was :
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Finally, when NCGA uncovered the Grocery Manufacturer’s
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Pride. We fought that RFS waiver legislatively and prevailed.
As corn prices have declined and food prices have not, the real

culprit is coming to the forefront, leaving us with serious work ahead ' _ ' ' '
of us to restore the American people’s faith in the corn grower. By showing legislators and consumers that corn yields continue to increase, we hope to

teach them that there will always be enough corn for feed, food, and fuel. We still have
a long road ahead of us and we intend to continue our active partnership with ICMB in
2009 to educate the public.

The lllinois Corn Growers Association wasn’t going to take GMA's attack lying down. We asked corn
growers across the state to get in our corner and we put up a fight with a “boxing” themed media
campaign that resulted in letters to the editor, radio commercials and direct contacts with state and
federal legislators to provide the facts about the food and fuel issue. We ended 2008 with a membership
increase of about 7 % as another result of this campaign.
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The lllinois State Fair is an important place to be sure
that lllinois agriculture is heard. Bunting joined
Congressman John Shimkus and lllinois Farm
Bureau President Phil Nelson to discuss Food
and Fuel at the Commodity Pavilion, hoping to
catch the ear of consumers that might not have
heard the truth about corn-based ethanol.

Part of our battle was legislatively preventing the
waiver of the Renewable Fuels Standard. ICGA
members, including Vice President Rob Elliott,
Joined together to send boxes of corn products fo
their legislators, proving that farmers only receive
pennies to the dollar on these retail prices.
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REVENUE BASED SAFETY NET
INCLUDED IN 2008 FARM BILL

Our membership indicated a need for a new type of farm pro- Association worked hard to back them up both in Washington, DC the rolling two-year national average price.
gram, one that would provide a revenue-based safety net for growers  with lobbying efforts and also with information and data to support our And in the fall of 2008, ICGA took the desires of our membership
in the event of a low price year. We listened. program. one step further, offering a Farm Bill Calculator to all members.

During the Farm Bill discussions in early 2008, the National Corn The Average Crop Revenue Election program is the outcome of ~ Designed by the University of lllinois, the program was later provided
Growers Association was the only agricultural association that champi-  our efforts, providing a market-based state level crop revenue protec- to all growers on the www.farmdoc.com website.

W;},%
LQL Wy _FO.'/' O’M - Art Bunting, President b

Corn Non-Land Costs, Central Illinois, High
Productivity Farmland, 1972 — 2009P

oned a revenue-based safety net, and the lllinois Corn Growers tion program, which is based on the five-year state average yield and
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As input costs continue to increase and commodity prices fall, the Average Crop Revenue Election s0

program and the revenue-based safety net that it provides will be invaluable to lllinois corn growers. 7 = o m e X R W R R E R
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