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Corn Leaders Lobby in Washington

In March, your elected leadership
headed to Washington, DC to visit
with the entire Illinois delegation,
several leaders in agencies, and
partnering associations. This annual
visit to Washington is vital to main-
tain relationships to continue to
represent our members.

The top priority for ICGA this year
was to remind our elected officials
that farmer profitability is a big con-
cern. We discussed ethanol and
trade policies that would increase
demand and increase corn pric-

es. Your leaders gave firsthand ac-
counts of the difficulties they are
facing on the farm. We also shared
the need for lock and dam up-

grades. We discussed the recent
Farm Bill Listening sessions ICGA held
and reminded our delegation that
crop insurance is the number one
priority of our members.

Your elected officials need more
personal stories from their dis-
tricts. We'd encourage you to help
us present an accurate picture of the
farm economy by calling your repre-

sentatives and telling them how cur-
rent corn prices are impacting you.

Pictured: Senator Tammy Duckworth
(left), ICGA President Justin Durdan

(right)

WATERWAYS INFRASTRUCTURE—A PLEA

Improvements to the inland waterway
transportation system have been a
top priority of the ICGA for many
years. The new Trump Administra-
tion has repeatedly identified improv-
ing the nation’s infrastructure as a
focus in the future. However, water-
ways are often overlooked and with
the estimated time of current projects
taking 77 years to start, we just don’t
have that kind of time. We need
improvements now. That’s why we
sent a letter to Washington, DC
urging for the inclusion of locks and
dams in future infrastructure packag-
es.

Why do we need infrastructure
improvements? Locks and dams at
several locations throughout the U.S.
inland system, are essential to the
most fuel-efficient, safest, and least
environmentally impacting mode of
transportation. Most of these locks
and dams were constructed in the
1930s and 1940s, built with 19™ cen-
tury technology intended for 1930s

traffic needs. They are in dire need of
recapitalization to keep our inland
waterways as a viable transportation
resource.

What are the benefits of the
proposed improvements? We
advocate for waterway improvements
because it can have an impact on the
American economy, not just those
that depend on these systems. A
recent study by University of Tennes-
see and University of Kentucky ana-
lyzed the economic impacts of expe-
diting the construction of Congres-
sionally authorized lock moderniza-
tion projects in a 10-year timeframe
(the same as President Trump’s infra-
structure plan) rather than the cur-
rent estimate of 20 years or more.
The economic impact was the crea-
tion of 350,000 jobs with an economic
impact of $15 billion annually.
Clearly, American farmers depend on
these waterways, but so do manufac-
turers of other goods that are im-
portant to you and your families. It
may not seem like it, but without
improvements on the docket, we are
facing an impending crisis.

Appropriations requests: A big
thanks to Congressman Rodney
Davis and his colleague Congressman
Dave Loebsack of lowa for initiating
a letter to the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Energy

and Water Development urging
funding for NESP (Navigational and
Ecosystem Sustainability Program),
authorized in WRDA 2007.

Between 2005 to 2010, the Corps
was appropriated more than $59
million to conduct preconstruction
engineering and design (PED) for
NESP. In 201 1, however, the Admin-
istration stopped budgeting for it.
The report language requested in the
letter would direct the Corps to
continue pre engineering and design
in order to ensure NESP is ready to
receive a new start and construction
funding when such funding becomes
available.

ICGA is grateful for the support of
Congressmen Bost, Bustos, Danny
Davis, Foster, Hultgren, Kelly,
Kinzinger, LaHood, Lipinski, and
Quigley as the signatories on the
letter.
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Pictured:

IL Dept of Ag Director Raymond
Poe (Center)

IL Beef Pres. Mike Martz (left)
ICGA Pres. Justin Durdan (right)

The EPA and the USDA are
two agencies that arguably
have the most direct and the
most immediate impact of
agriculture. These agencies
form policies that tell farmers
how to farm, what tools to
use, and how their product
will enter the marketplace. In
essence, these agencies can
either suffocate farmers or
give them the leeway that they
need to contribute to the
American economy.

Pictured:
EPA Admin Scott Pruitt (left)
USDA Sec Nom Perdue (right)

POLITICAL PAPERS

On March 21, the lllinois
Corn Growers Association
and lllinois Beef Association
co-hosted a legislative re-
ception in Springfield,

IL. The reception was an
important time to connect
with our state legislature
and discuss key issues im-
pacting agriculture.

For ICGA, the top priority
continues to be The Con-
sumer Fuel Choice for llli-

Scott Pruitt was an early Cabi-
net pick by the Trump Admin-
istration to head the EPA.
Pruitt has since been con-
firmed and installed as Admin-
istrator at the EPA. However,
Sonny Perdue was the eventu-
al pick to head the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture after
weeks of rumors. Currently,
Purdue is awaiting Senate
confirmation.

Pruitt is a former Attorney
General for the state of Okla-

L Corn & IL Beef (o-Host Receplion

nois bill, SB 1565 and HB
2372. This legislation will
remove the sales tax incen-
tive for EI0, establish a
smaller incentive for EI5,
and create $90 million in
revenue for the State in
FY18. It will also provide $6
million in FY'18 to develop
the lllinois ethanol industry.

Thank you to the farmer
leaders that attended this
important event.

Prurtt & Perdue—the (Immediate) Future of Ag

homa before his current posi-
tion and has considerable ex-
perience presiding over regula-
tory issues.

Perdue is the former Gover-
nor of Georgia for the years
2003-201 1. Since then, he
began Perdue Partners, an
exports facilitation business
and is on the Governors’
Council of the Bipartisan Poli-
cy in Washington, DC.
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IL. Corn Candidate Endorsements

As the Trump Admin-
istration takes form, we
offer candidate endorse-
ments to those that we
believe are best for the

to the ag economy.

e Council on Environmental
Quality
Candidate: John Scholl
Scholl formerly worked at the
lllinois Farm Bureau, the EPA in
Washington, D.C, and is currently

ICGA Director, a past NCGA
President, and —- Clearly, he
thoroughly understands the issues
that farmers face.

IL FSA Director

Candidate: Bill Graf
Graf previously served in the role

futures of lllinois’ corn

at the University of lllinois under the most recent Bush Ad-

farmers Scholl has an extensive knowledge ministration

e AG Assistant to the USEPA of the needs of farmers as well as o IL Rural Development

experience in regulatory practices .
P & YPp Candidate: Doug Wilson

Wilson previously served in the
role under the most recent Bush

Administrator
Candidate: Chip Bowling e USDA Administrator for FSA
Bowling is a farmer from Mary- Candidate: Dale lhry

lhry is the current Executive Direc-
tor at North Dakota Corn and

land who previously served as
NCGA President.

Administration

e Assistant Secretary of the previously retired from the Farm

Army Service Agency
Candidate: Tim Parker e USDA Administrator for RMA
Parker has experience in water- Candidate: Martin Barbre

ways infrastructure that is critical Barbre is an lllinois farmer, a past
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2016—A Busy Election Year

The IL Corn PAC supports
candidates that you sup-

IL Corn hosted fundraisers °
throughout the 2016 election
cycle for candidates that have

U.S. Senator Tammy Duck-
worth

After the completion of the this port. We match member

an invested history in agricul- . .
head-turning election cycle, the

contributions to ensure
that our PAC funds are
100% member directed.

ture. ) o
ninth annual lllinois Corn

Fundraising recipients included:  Growers Association Political
Action Committee (PAC)
Auction was held on November
21, 2016 in Bloomington. In
total, the event raised $34,940
for the IL Corn State and Fed-

eral PACs.

e U.S. Congressman Mike
Bost (IL-12)
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| ® U.S. Congressman Rodney
I Davis (IL-13)

. e U.S. Congresswoman Cheri
: Bustos (IL-17) In addition, U.S. Congressman
I Rodney Davis and U.S. Con-
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e U.S. Congressman John
B J gresswoman Cheri Bustos came

Shimkus (IL-15) to join the group for dinner and

e U.S. Congressman Darin spoke about the momentum in

LaHood (IL-18) Congress that they hope to

initiate for farmers.
e U.S. Congressman Adam

Kinzinger (IL-16)
\ Pictured: Cong. Mike Bost /
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THE FUTURE OF TRADE—NAFTA

The Trump administration recently
chose to withdraw from the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the presi-
dent said on the campaign trail that he
might reconsider the country’s position
on the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). IL Corn is among
the numerous organizations that depend
on exports through trade and we antici-
pates the future of international trade
agreements. Until new trade agree-
ments are established, we do know one
thing: trade works.

The effects of NAFTA show that the
agreement was good for agriculture and
it is still is beneficial. However, we un-
derstand that the agreement is two
decades old and could be updated to
reflect our current economic context.
We understand that the Trump Admin-
istration is interested in primarily bilat-
erial agreements and that would clearly
have an effect on NAFTA, a trilateral

agreement between Canada, Mexico
and the United State. We will accept
bilateral agreements if that’s the choice
of this Administration. However, agri-
culture needs a seat at the table. We
need to negotiate for farmers to ensure
that we continue to grow our access to
global markets, because exports are a
critical factor to a farmer’s bottom line
and to the health of the U.S. economy.

Donating to the ICGA PAC is easy!
Simply complete your personal check

and fill out the form below.

Name:

Address:

Amount:

PAC contributions are not tax de-

ductible and cannot be treated as a
business expense. For ICGA’s PAC
Policies and Guidelines, contact the

ICGA office at 309-557-3257.

e



